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The Rev Christopher Colby, 

Rector  

Freedom to Choose  

    We are people who have 

faith and are saved. 

             Hebrews 10:39 

 

God honors us with the 

freedom to choose where 

we spend eternity. 

 

And what an honor it is!  In 

so many areas of life we 

have no choice.  Think 

about it.  You didnôt choose 

your gender.  You didnôt 

choose your siblings.  You 

didnôt choose your race or 

place of birth. 

 

Sometimes our lack of 

choices angers us.  ñItôs not 

fair,ò we say.  Itôs not fair 

that I was born in poverty 

or that I sing so poorly or 

that I run so slowly.  But the 

scales of life were forever 

tipped on the side of fair-

ness when God planted a 

tree in the Garden of Eden.  

All complaints were si-

lenced when Adam and his 

descendents were given 

free will, the freedom to 

make whatever eternal 

choice we desire.  Any in-

justice in this life is offset 

by the honor of choosing 

our destiny in the next. 

 

Reprinted from Grace for 

the Moment, Volume II, 

Max Lucado, published by 

J Countryman, a division of 

Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

Please remember our Food 

Pantry ministry.  If you have 

non perishable items or would 

like to donate money please 

contact Janet Gordon or Dea-

con Mueller. 

THE NEXT STEPéééé. 

 

 

    July is here.  It's hotter than heck and construction continues on our 

church home.  Though it will be February or so before we get to return 

home, it is not too early to begin considering what's next. 

 

   I want to remind you that the Hebrew people waited for centuries before 

they could go home to the Promised Land.  It was thought to be a land of 

milk and honey, and it was full of enemies.  The Hebrews led by Joshua had 

to conquer that land.  It was hard.  It should remind us that challenges are 

always present, and that the Promised Land isn't necessarily easy. 

 

   What I am asking you to think about is something we have all had to real-

ize.  If you had to restore your homes after Katrina before you could live in 

them, you know that moving back doesn't end all of your problems.  Moving 

back to the end of Second Stree won't end all of Trinity Church's prob-

lems.  Most of these problems are out of our control.  The national recession 

causes problems financially.  The General Convention could pass legislation 

that offends some of our members and causes them to leave.  The growth 

of Pass Christian, which we are counting on, may continue to drag. 

 

   What I would suggest is that we begin to study the Conquest of Palestine 

by looking at the Book of Joshua, by understanding that other people have 

endured as much or more misery than we have.  Perhaps it will give us 

ideas on how to cope and how to endure.   

 

   God does not abandon his faithful people.  Continue to 

pray.  Continue to work.  We will get where we are supposed to 

be.  Life will go on and God will help us because God is good. 

 

Your brother in Christ. 

 

 

 

Fr. Christopher Colby 

New Anglican Province forms in North America  

During the week of June 22, Anglicans gathered in Bedford, TX to 

approve the canons and constitution for a new Anglican Province in 

North America.  The new province, The Anglican Church of North 

America (ACNA) will be led by Archbishop Robert Duncan of Pitts-

burgh (former bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh). 

ACNA says it has 693 congregations, 81,311 worshippers, and an 

average Sunday attendance of 69,197. It seeks to become a legiti-

mate province of the Anglican Communion. Its intention to replace 

the jurisdictions of the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church 

of Canada was conveyed in a memo from the American Anglican 

Council in December 2003.  

Bishop Duncan told the gathering: ñThere is a great reformation of 

the Christian Church under way. We North American Anglicans are 

very much in the midst of it. While much of Protestantism is finding 

itself adrift from its moorings ð sub­mission to the Word of God ð 

just like Western Anglicanism, there is an ever-growing stream of 

North American Protestantism that has re-embraced scriptureôs 

authority, just as we have.ò 

Attention Everyone:  Beginning 

Sunday August 2, the late Mass 

will begin at a new time:  

10:50amé..yes this is an odd time, 

but helps us get an earlier start  
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The Rev Jeremy D. Blauvelt, Cu-

rate & Assistant Pastor 

Jane, Howard, Le An, Bill, Helen, Michael, 

Jason, Frances, Peter, Jamie, Rev Lloyd, 

Valerie, Tom, Li, Mary, Amy, Janet, Danny, 

Chris, Bob, Peggy, Judi, Lynn, Orlando, 

Burton, Dale, Billy, Lynn, Fenvrick, Tyler, 

Clroinda, Holt Family, Betz Family 

All our  Troops, especially those serving 

overseas 

Diocese of Mississippi 

The Anglican Communion 

The Anglican Church of North America; 

Robert Duncan, Bishop 

Parish Prayer List 

Having an 

Event?  Send 

us a notice be-

fore and send 

us pictures and 

a little story 

afterwards to 

newslet-

ter@trinitychurch

pc.com 

General Convention 2009  

The triennial governing convention of 

The Episcopal Church (TEC) will be 

held from July 8-17 in Anaheim, CA.  

General Convention is the forum 

where TEC sets budgets for the next 

three years and considers changes to 

the Canons and Constitution of our 

denomination. 

As many members will remember, 

General Convention (GC) is where the 

1979 Book of Common Prayer was 

authorized, where Womenôs Ordination 

was affirmed, and of course in GC 

2003 the first openly homosexual 

bishop, Gene Robinson, was conse-

crated as bishop of the Diocese of 

New Hampshire. 

In GC2006, the Rt. Rev. Katherine 

Shori was elected to be the new Pre-

siding Bishop of TEC. 

Much has happened in the church both 

nationally and in the greater Anglican 

Communion since GC2006.  Key de-

velopments are; 

*formation of a new Anglican Province 

in North America (ACNA) 

*hostile litigation against churches and 

clergy  trying to leave TEC 

*Secular legislation affirming homosex-

ual marriages in several states 

*Increasing numbers of Same Sex 

Blessing (SSB) ceremonies 

What might GC2009 bring?  It is possi-

ble we will see a lifting on the morato-

ria against SSBôs, a triennial budget 

approving continued litigation against 

churches and clergy, a requirement for 

Clergy loyalty oaths, a call to develop 

liturgies for Same Sex Marriages, and 

numerous other issues that will push 

the church as a whole toward the cul-

tural left. 

This is a very serious time for TEC.  

Money and worshippers are fleeing the 

church.  It may fade into insignificance 

unless its directions are changed:  

please pray for the church! 

Remember to give Thanks this July 4th for all who have made 

our freedoms possibleéééé.. 

Some Trinity 

160th Anni-

versary Pic-

turesééé..

kudos to 

Wilma  


